Environmental Studies
Advising Handout

The Major
The major in Environmental Studies requires 12 course equivalents (48 credits) divided into three parts:

1. Core: Five core courses that all environmental studies students must take (20 credits)
2. Concentration: A concentration in one area where the student specializes (4 or 5 course equivalents or 16-20 credits)

3. Electives: Three or two additional elective courses, (8-12 credits), from the list of approved courses.
Note:  Six of the 12 courses for the major must be at the 200 level or above and no more than three disciplinary courses counting for another major or minor may be applied to the environmental studies major.

1.
Core Courses

· ENVS 134:  Environmental Geology
· BIO 151:  Principles of Biology: Ecology, Evolution and Biodiversity

· PHIL 140:  Environmental Philosophy

· POLS 258:  Environmental Politics and Policy

· ENVS 485:  Seminar

2.
Concentrations

Student pursuing the major must choose one of the three options for a concentration listed below.

· Environmental Policy: Econ 255 (Econ 130 may be waived by permission); POLS 355; two of the following: SOC 356, PHIL 230, HIST 291, REL 341, PAID2 Biodiversity; Ethics, Energy and Climate Policy; Food and the Environment.

· Environmental Science: BIO 256; one of the following: CHEM 151 and 152 or 201; two course equivalents (8 credits) from a single discipline of which at least 4 credits must be at the 300-level from the following: ENVS 310, 320,  BIO 246, 251, 252, 253, 258, 354, 365, CHEM 202, 241, 344, 345.
· Individualized:  Student develops a proposed course of study for their concentration in consultation with an Environmental Studies faculty member.  This proposal must explain the courses to be taken for the concentration, how they link together, and the rationale behind the proposal.  Such proposals are typically completed during the spring semester of the sophomore year.  Instructions and the proposal form can be found under “Forms” on the Environmental Studies website.
3.
Electives
Complete the major requirement of 48 credits by taking additional environmental studies courses or courses from other disciplines that have been approved as environmental studies electives.  The list of approved electives from other disciplines is found on the back of this handout, in the college catalog, and available on the environmental studies website.
The Minor
Five courses (20 credits) with no more than two disciplinary courses counting for another major or minor applied to the environmental studies minor.
· PHIL 140 (Environmental Philosophy) or POLS 258 (Environmental Politics and Policy)

· ENVS 134 (Environmental Geology) or BIO 151 (Principles of Biology:  Ecology, Evolution and Biodiversity

· ENVS 485 (Seminar)

· Two electives from the list of Environmental Studies courses

Environmental Studies Courses:

ENVS 112 Energy and the Physical World 

ENVS 130 Environmental Forays 
ENVS 133 Environmental Conservation

ENVS 134 Environmental Geology 
ENVS 175 Introduction to GIS 
ENVS 185 Global Climate Change: Science and Society


ENVS 215 Environmental Education

ENVS 310 Earth: Evolution of a Habitable Planet
ENVS 320 Soil Genesis, Morphology and Classification 
ENVS 380 Internship 

ENVS 485 Seminar 

ENVS 490 Senior Project 

Courses in Other Disciplines Approved for Environmental Studies:
ANTHRO 101 Cultural Anthropology

ANTHRO 102 Physical Anthropology

ANTHRO 104 Archaeology
ANTHRO 302 Field Methods in Archeology
ART 264 Scandinavian Fine Handcrafts

BIO 112 Insects, Humans, and the Environment
BIO 149 Introduction to Winter Biology
BIO 151 Principles of Biology:  Ecology, Evolution and Biodiversity

BIO 152 Principles of Biology:  Molecules, Cells and Genes

BIO 239 Ecology of the Southwest

BIO 243 Microbiology

BIO 245 Ecology of Ecuador

BIO 246 Ornithology

BIO 247 Subtropical and Marine Biology

BIO 248 Genetics
BIO 249 Winter Biology
BIO 251 Entomology

BIO 252 General Botany

BIO 253 Invertebrate Zoology


BIO 255 Physiology
BIO 256 Biostatistics

BIO 258 Vertebrate Natural History

BIO 365 General Ecology

CHEM 114 The Environment: A Chemical Perspective

CHEM 151, 152 General Chemical Principles I & II

CHEM 201 Advanced Chemical Principles

ECON 255 Environmental Economics

HIST 291 Environmental History

PAID2 450 Biodiversity

PAID2 450 Food and the Environment

PAID2 450 Ethics, Energy and Climate Policy
PHIL 120 Ethics

PHIL 140 Environmental Philosophy

PHIL 230 Philosophy of Science

POLS 258 Environmental Politics and Policy

POLS 355 Constitutional Law

REL 341 Environmental Ethics

SCI 123 Introduction to Meteorology

SOC 356 Environmental Sociology

THD 126 Movement Fundamentals I

Environmental Studies Faculty

Eric Baack, biology

Brian Caton, history

Laura Peterson, geology
David Faldet, English
Nick Gommersal, economics
Steve Holland, economics

Jon Jensen, philosophy 

Brett Johnson, sociology

Kirk Larsen, biology

Beth Lynch, biology

Kyhl Lyndgaard, English

Jim Martin-Schramm, religion
Molly McNicoll, biology
John Moeller, political science
Richard Mtisi, history

Emily Neal, education
David Reed-Maxfield, philosophy

Tex Sordahl, biology
For more information about the environmental studies program, see 
http://www.luther.edu/environmentalstudies/ 
Director
Jon Jensen
Valders 372D

jensjo01@luther.edu
563.387.1696
Offices

Environmental Studies offices are located in Valders 372
